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September 10-16 with us PAUSE AND PRAY FOR PEACE!

A Mennonite Hour listener recently wrote, "The Vietnam
war is in a dangerous stage. Everybody is offering suggestions,
putting out petitions, giving advice, and threatening. It seems to
me we are neglecting our most powerful instrument when we
fail to pray. Let's trust God and pray for peace."
A good suggestion. We invite you to join us, our listeners, and
readers around the world as we pause and pray for the leaders
on both sides of world conflicts- Vietnam, the Middle East,
Northern Ireland . . .

Editorials
Pause and Pray
"If a man love me . . ."

3

Letters to the Editor

3

Jesus Christ Reconciles
Erland Waltner
The Symbol

4
6

Religious News

7

"Home and Family" Emphasis
Mrs. Isaac Mpofu
"You Will Bear Witness for M e "
Erma Sider
After Sixteen Years
Chester F. Wingert
The Signature Tune

8
9
9
10
12

Christian Community and Family Life
James W. Skillen
The Marriage Game
Charlie W. Shedd
Church News

13
14
16

The Contemporary Scene
China Games (Martin E. Marty)

Evangelical Visitor

Volume LXXXV

Number 16

Official organ of the Brethren in Christ Church, published
semi-monthly by Evangel Press, Nappanee, Indiana.

From the Editor
The article on page six and the new denominational
symbol which makes up our cover permits our readers to
share in the presentation made at General Conference. It
needs to be pointed out that there are certain refinements
to be made on the symbol as it appears on the cover and
on page six before final reproduction proofs are released.
Although the setting of Erland Waltner's sermon, page
four, was the Ninth Mennonite World Conference it
could have been preached in any Bible conference or in
any Sunday morning worship service.
Perhaps nothing is ever quite as simple as its
proponents make it seem. And this may well be true of
Martin Marty's "China Games" on the back cover. But
it is sufficiently provocative and contemporary and does
have something to say about the Christians as agents of
reconciliation to result in our sharing this with our
readership. Dr. Marty is a minister in The Lutheran
Church, Missouri Synod.
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Editorial
"If a man loves me, he will keep my word . . . "
— Jesus Christ

Jesus placed considerable importance to his teaching.
In fact, somewhat more it would seem than those do who
today claim to be his followers.
In the scripture portion which is commonly known as
the Great Commission, along with "going," "making
disciples" and "baptizing" Christ included "teaching
them to observe all that I have commanded you."
Jesus said that one of the functions of the Holy Spirit
was to "bring to your remembrance all that I have said to
you."
The parable describing the two houses which reacted
so differently to the elements was an illustration of those
who hear Christ's words and do them and of those who
hear these words but do not do.
One could add verse upon verse to illustrate that the
teachings of Christ are for our obeying. This should come
as no surprise. The name we bear — Christian — implies
one who is Christ-like. A disciple is a learner and a
follower — one who identifies closely with his teacher
and leader.
The importance of taking seriously the teachings and
the example of Jesus is that here we have the authentic
measure of Christian experience and of Christian living
— a plumbline.of faith and practice.
Experience in itself has no ethical or moral content.
This is alarmingly obvious today. Even movements
claiming the reality of the Holy Spirit need to reflect the

Pause and Pray
We all desire peace in the world. Yet peace eludes us.
Many suggestions have been offered. Yet innocent
people continue to suffer, bleed, and die unnecessarily
because of the struggles in Northern Ireland, Vietnam,
and the Middle East.
Heated discussion and overt demonstrations for peace
often create additional discord rather than moving
warring parties toward a resolution of their tragic
conflicts.
Perhaps more progress toward peace would be realized
if individuals and groups spent more time and energy
praying for national leaders than in arguing over abstract
and often contradictory solutions.
Pray for leaders of nations on both sides of world
conflicts. Pause with Christians in United States,
Canada, and around the world in a special effort
September 10-16 to pray for world leaders.
Ask God to help them exercise responsible leadership
to help restore peace in the trouble spots of the world.
As Tennyson once wrote, "More things are wrought by
prayer than this world dreams of."
This call to prayer for peace is being sponsored by the Mennonite
Broadcasts. There has been no official action by the denomination in
regards to this. The editor assumes the responsibility for its inclusion
believing that a need so urgent and a means so biblical is sufficient
justification for its inclusion.
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teachings and values, the ethical and moral standards as
taught by Christ if they warrant the title of Christian. We
speak, and rightly so, of the power of the Spirit and the
power of the Resurrection. But to this power and ecstasy
must be added the direction and moral content of the
teachings of Christ.
The teachings and example of Christ not only give an
understanding to Christian experience but also a direction to the Christian life. It is these teachings that give
content to those words and concepts which we identify
with the Christian faith and rather freely and too often
glibly repeat — terms such as love, compassion, service,
denial, prayer, faith, and obedience.
An obvious example of the need to give content to a
word assumed to have Christian connotation is the word
to page nine

Letters to the editor
E.V. a Welcome Friend
Greetings in His precious name. The Evangelical
Visitor is a very welcome friend in our home. It bestows
great blessings upon us by keeping us in touch with our
beloved Church.
We want to especially thank our Editor, Brother
Zercher, for the editorial page. It is very relevant to our
day. The Editorial May 25th, "The New Morality"
should be read by every Brethren in Christ member. This
is the kind of preaching and teaching that needs to be
proclaimed in our day. May God bless you good is our
prayer.
Mr. and Mrs. Howard F. Landis
NAE Favors Evangelism
I feel that I should comment on a letter you received
from Leonard J. Chester carried in your Letters to the
Editor column, July 10, 1972.
Mr. Chester's letter makes it appear that the National
Association of Evangelicals is not in favor of evangelism
simply because it did not pass a certain resolution at our
St. Louis convention. Nothing could be further from the
truth! NAE has always been committed to biblical
evangelism and in its 1971 convention passed a resolution
which contained the following statement: "The National
Association of Evangelicals calls upon its constituency to
rally in the spirit of Key 73 and to pray for every effort to
reach men for Christ. We encourage our denominations
and organizations to harness their resources and develop
their own programs, cooperatively where possible, so
that every person in North America will hear the Gospel
by 1973."
Thank you for bringing this to the attention of your
readers.
Billy A. Melvin
Executive Director

A condensation of the keynote address presented at the
Ninth Mennonite World Congress, Curitiba, Brazil,
by the president of the presidium.

Jesus Christ Reconciles
"For He is our peace, who has made us both one..."
JESUS
CHRIST
recon^ ciles! Hallelujah! This is our confession as Mennonites and Brethren in
Christ assembled for this Ninth World
Conference.
Ten years ago, at Kitchener, Ontario, at our seventh world gathering,
we affirmed together, Jesus Christ is
Lord. Unless that is true, unless He is
Lord of history, Lord of the church,
and Lord of our own hearts, it will
mean little for us here to speak of
reconciliation through Christ. Five
years ago at Amsterdam, at our eighth
world assembly, we further affirmed
that God's Holy Spirit is living and
active in the midst of His believing,
witnessing, and serving people in the
world. Unless this too has become
reality for us, our words about reconciliation at this gathering will have an
empty ring. But because Jesus Christ
is Lord, and because the Holy Spirit is
present and potent in His ministering
church, we can declare here in
Curitiba with joy and earnestness,
Jesus Christ reconciles.
What does it mean for us to say,
Jesus Christ reconciles?
As a brotherhood which has been
informed and nourished by the Bible,
it is proper that we begin with this
theme where the Bible begins, namely
by focusing on the relationship of man
to God. Biblically, this is the locus of
the basic problem, namely, the estrangement and alienation of sinful
man from a holy loving God. This
then must also be the locus of the most
fundamental and radical reconciliation. Since all forms of human alienation are ultimately derived from man's
separation from God, we cannot deal
responsibly with the theme of reconciliation unless we confront this
deepest need of sinful man.
On the other hand, we are also
aware from the beginning that the
theme of reconciliation embraces
every human relationship, not only to
God but also the relationship of man
to himself, to his family, to his
neighbor, and to the environment

which God has given to men for their
habitation. Its implications are as
broad as the whole of mankind and as
large as the entire cosmos. This too,
as we will see, is the biblical perspective. While then we want to begin
where the Bible begins, namely, with
man's personal relationship to God,
we must also follow where the Bible
leads us, into the many varied dimensions of this many-faceted subject.

Eph. 2:14.

The theme of reconciliation in a
broad sense runs through the entire
Bible. We sense it already in the call to
Abraham and in the promise given to
Moses. It becomes more explicit,
however, in the meditation of the
Psalmist when he speaks of the Lord
"who makes wars to cease to the end
of the earth" (Ps. 46:9) and in the
oracles of the prophets, such as Isaiah,
who envisions the day when men

Six Brethren in Christ Share in
Eighteen hundred delegates,
representing thirty countries from five
continents met at Curitiba, Brazil, for
the Ninth M e n n o n i t e World
Conference. July 18-23, 1972.
"JESUS
CHRIST
RECONCILES," the theme of the conference, pervaded the entire program
from the keynote to the final message.
Of, special
significance,
major
papers were presented to representatives from churches in the third
world.
Brethren in Christ participants included two representatives each from
Africa, Asia and North America.
The Brazilian Mennonites, hosts of
this world gathering, along with their
brethren from Paraguay, performed a
great love service in caring for the
needs of a conference that was at least
50% larger than anticipated. Symbolyzing this great outpouring of servanthood was Henrique Ens, preBrethren in Christ representatives at the
World Congress: left to right: Hem K. Paul,
India; Alvin C. Burkhoider. Brethren in Christ
member on the presidium; J. Wilmer Heisey,
delegate from North American churches;
Bishop Philemon Kumalo, Rhodesia; Asao
Nishimura, Japan; and Sampson Mudenda.
Zambia. Hem Paul also served as a representative from India on the presidium.
The boxed article was prepared by Brethren
Burkhoider and Heisey.

sidium member, who along with
countless other details performed
magnificently interpreting in the four
languages of the conference—Portuguese, Spanish, German and
English.
Bishop P. M. Kumalo offered one of
the prayers at the historic communion

" s h a l l beat their swords into
plowshares . . . and they shall learn
war no more," (Isa. 2:4b, d) and when
"the wolf shall dwell with the lamb
. . . and a little child shall lead them"
(Isa. 11:6a, d).
In the New Testament the theme of
reconciliation comes to still fuller
flower, especially in the writings of
Paul.
In Ephesians 2:11-16 we observe
that the vertical and the horizontal
dimensions of reconciliation are explicitly brought together. As estranged
and alienated men, we are reconciled
both to God and to other men.
What in particular may this passage
be saying to us on our conference
theme as as we have gathered for this
first session?
The Advent of Reconciliation
Is God's Will
First, it declares that the advent of
reconciliation is God's will. Reconciliation is His purpose and intention
for mankind and for the entire
cosmos. This has already been stated

in the first chapter of Ephesians. It is
God's plan in the fulness of time "to
unite all things in Him (Christ), things
in heaven and things on earth" (Eph.
1:10). This is a revelation which explodes our minds, causing man's imagination to stagger. To begin to
implement His purpose, God has
brought into being the church as the
body of Christ. The church is to be a
community of reconciled persons to
whom is entrusted the message and the
ministry of reconciliation in the world.
Continuing in the second chapter of
Ephesians Paul goes on to say that
God's intention is being actualized as
men who were "dead in trespasses and
sins" are now "made alive" through
personal faith in Jesus Christ and thus
become participants in a new community. In this new community, in
which Jesus Christ is both center and
Lord, they find that they have not only
been reconciled to God but also to
other persons and groups from whom
they had previously been estranged.
Jews and Gentiles, formerly separated
by religious and cultural barriers,

Mennonite World Conference
service. About 2,000 worshippers, in
the context of diversity of tongues,
customs, and sense of priorities experienced reconciliation at the Lord's
table. Also serving in this memorable
service were Hem K. Paul, representative from India on the presidium,
and Sampson Mudenda from the
Brethren in Christ church of Zambia.
Mr. Asao Nishimura, represented
the Brethren in Christ fellowship of
Japan and participated in the Work
Group on "Peace." Bishop P. M.
Kumalo read a paper to this group at
its second session.
Alvin C. Burkholder, Brethren in
Christ member on the presidium, was
active in the planning of the conference and was leader of the Work
Group on "Stewardship."
Wilmer Heisey, second delegate
from North American churches, participated in the Work Group on
"Missions."
C. J. Dyck, Executive Secretary of
MWC, pointing to the growing
worldwide witness of Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ churches, reported
that one-third of the Mennonites in the
world are non-white. This fact, had
profound effect upon the conference
and made the theme of reconciliation
a live question for all.
Presidium president Erland

Waltner, speaking in the Keynote
address from Ephesians 2:14 pointed
out that all forms of human alienation
are ultimately derived from man's
separation from God and thus it is
impossible to deal responsibly with the
theme of reconciliation unless we confront this deepest need of sinful men.
"Reconciliation embraces every human
relationship, not only to God, but also the
relationship of man to himself, to his family,
to his neighbor and to the environment
which God has given to man."

Biblical studies continued
throughout the conference, confirming
Waltner's statement that the theme of
reconciliation in a broad sense runs
through the entire Bible.
Great music pervaded the conference. A choir from the Mennonite
Seminary of Montevideo captured the
essence and led the delegates in
singing,
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism,
one God and Father
Called to keep the unity of the Spirit
with ties of peace
We sing and proclaim!
Called to form one body in one spirit
We sing and we proclaim.
Called to share one hope in Christ
We sing and we proclaim!

bitterly hostile to each other, now find
themselves living together peacefully
as brothers and sisters in the same
koinonia.
Reconciliation, then, becomes a
particular way of speaking of God's
redeeming work in history through
Jesus Christ. The meaning is well
represented by the English word
"atonement" which essentially means
"at-one-ment" or as our text puts it,
"making us both one."
The Agent of Reconciliation
Is Jesus Christ
Our passage tells us further that the
agent of this reconciliation is Jesus
Christ. "He is our Peace." The Greek
makes this emphatic. Not an ideal, not
a philosophy, not a strategy, nor a
program is the way to God's peace,
but a Person. This we affirm over
against any simply humanistic understanding of reconciliation. "God
was in Christ, reconciling the world to
himself." This makes suspect for us all
schemes for reconciliation which do
not take into account the need for a
personal faith/love relationship to the
peace-making Reconciler, Jesus
Christ.
In the biblical understanding of
reconciliation it is God who takes the
initiative. It is He who takes reconciling action in a primary and supreme
sense through Jesus Christ. In this
action the cross stands at a central
place, representing ultimate selfgiving, reconciling love. The biblical
language of reconciliation is cruciform.
It is the language of violence. One
could say it drips with blood.
The centrality of the cross in
biblical reconciliation protects us
against any notion that we are dealing
with something which is easy or cheap.
In the presence of the cross where
Christ gave His life, shedding His
blood, there can be no serious thought
of "cheap grace" (Bonhoeffer) or of
painless forgiveness. Reconciliation,
whether with God or with men, comes
only at a tremendous cost.
Jesus Christ is the primary agent of
reconciliation not only as the crucified
Saviour but also as the living Lord of
His people, the church. In the New
Testament the crucified is raised up.
He lives, not only at the right hand of
God but also, through the Holy Spirit,
in the faithful community of believers
which is His body (Eph. 1:23). The life
which He lived in the Incarnation is
now to be lived out in His followers.
The once-for-all atoning action of
Jesus on the cross becomes by God's
Spirit the pattern and power of the
risen Christ's own life in the church.
The same Jesus who prayed on the
to page eleven
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THE SYMBOL
Church Emblem
Those who had worked with symbols had some doubts
when at its December 1971 meeting the Board of
Administration appointed a committee to proceed with
the creation of a denominational symbol. This committee: H. A. Ginder, J. Wilmer Heisey, and Paul
Hostetler — had as its immediate assignment "to solicit
sketches from the brotherhood" in the interest of
developing a denominational symbol.
If the committee shared in these doubts it did not listen
to them. In the March 10, 1972, issue of the Evangelical
Visitor a Denominational Symbol Contest was announced with the rules stated and the prizes offered.
This announcement resulted in fifty-two entries from
twenty-two persons whose ages spanned from the teens to
the sixties and whose addresses bore the names of Japan,
Africa, France, Canada, and the states.
The following submitted sketches:
Timothy Bolts, Tokyo, Japan
Ray A. Brubaker, Grantham, Pa. (Messiah College)
Mrs. Ken Cassel, Preston, Ontario
Marjorie Cooney, Scarborough, Ontario
Sue Cornell, Niagara Falls, Ontario
Ruth Daniels, Paradise, Pa.
Esther L. Davidson, Garrett, Indiana
Linda Haynes, Ontario, California
Glen Heise, Harrisburg, Pa.
Nancy Heisey, Strasbourg, France (now Mt. Joy, Pa.)
CHIT Hensel. Pleasant Hill, Ohio
Edwin Hostetter, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Kathy Hostetter, Elizabethtown, Pa.
Renata Hostetter, Elizabethtown, Pa.
*

Leora Kanode, Martinsburg, Pa.
Lois M. Kauffman, Harrisburg, Pa.
Paul W. McBeth, Waynesboro, Pa.
Edith Miller, Choma, Zambia
Martha Oldham, New Paris, Pa.
Cloyce Weaver, Niagara Falls, Ontario
Phyllis A. Witter, Waynesboro, Pa.
Mrs. Glenn E. Young, York, Pa.

The committee reviewed the sketches submitted and
reduced to seven the number for final consideration. At
this point it sought outside help from two qualified
artists. These two — Ray Zercher and Karen Deyhle —
working separately, chose the same sketch and suggested
two identical changes to be made on its basic design.
All sketches had been coded in order to prevent any
identification of sketch with the person presenting it.
Paul Hostetler, secretary of the committee, was the only
member of the committee who had the key to the code —
and hereby hangs a tale.
to page ten

Left to right: First prize sketch by Nancy Heisey;
second prize, Ruth Daniels; and third prize, Edith
Miller. Timothy Botts and Glen Heise received honorable mention.
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Crime Rate Declines

Surprising Turnout for Ohio
Billy Graham Crusade,
37,000 Nightly
A city noted for its lack of response to
evangelistic endeavors in the past enthusiastically supported the 10-day Billy Graham crusade
which drew an average of 37,000 people each
night and registered some 1,900 inquirers a
night in the Cleveland Municipal Stadium on
Lake Erie.
The people in this city, the only major U.S.
metropolis in which Billy Graham had never
held a major evangelistic campaign, registered a
5.3 percent response — a higher rate than the
average in Graham crusades. More than half of
those moving forward at the invitation were
under the age of 25.

Rabbi Sees Jews Swinging
To Right from Liberalism
American Jews are disenchanted with trends
in the liberal community and are moving to the
right in their political outlook, says a Jewish
historian in New York.
Rabbi Louis Bernstein, president of the Rabbinical Council of America, admitted that
others question the deep and extraordinary shift.
"Nominally, the great majority of Jews have
been Democrats," Rabbi Joseph Rothstein of
Philadelphia told AP Religion Editor George
W. Cornell, "but it appears likely that most of
them are going to jump the fence and vote for
Nixon."
Rabbi Noah H. Rosenblum, a professor at
New York's Yeshiva University, is quoted by
Cornell as stating: "It seems quite clear that for
the first time in this country, Jews will go
Republican in overwhelming measure."
Factors in the shift were seen to be the rise in
economic status of Jews, their confidence in
President Nixon's support for Israel, intensified
anti-communism, resentment at moral permissiveness and attacks on traditional standards, opposition to employment quotas and
college "open admissions" which they see as
undercutting quality.

"New Style" Missionaries
Going Out
Mary and James Hoey (Mr. and Mrs.), of
Beaver Falls, Pa., and Leonia, N. J., plan to live
on a farm. Sharon and Ronald Monroe (Mr.
and Mrs.), of Fairbury, III., plan to work for the
government.
This would not be unusual, perhaps, except
that: The Hoeys are going to start their farm
from scratch — as members of an agricultural
co-operative in Bolivia's tropical .lowlands
where they expect to be about the only North
Americans. As for the Monroes, the government they will be working for is the Algerian.
Though they will not be commissioned missionaries, the Hoeys and Monroes, and officials
of the United Methodist Board of Missions,
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believe they are going out of missionary motivation and purpose. Board officials say the
Monroes and the Hoeys are considered
representative of a "new style of missionary"
and are among a group of "committed persons
who are fulfilling their vocation as Christians
and who understand their residence in a foreign
culture as an opportunity for mission service."

World Vision Pledges $65,000
In Aid to Afghanistan

Following a five-day visit to Afghanistan, Dr.
W. Stanley Mooneyham, president of World
Vision International, announced his agency
would pledge $65,000 in aid to that nation.
"I have seen refugees in all parts of the
world," Mooneyham said, "and none have been
more tragic than the Afghans. Many of the
refugees are living in caves and are eating grass
and roots and drinking animal blood to survive."
Afghan government officials, U.S. Ambassador Robert Neumann and representatives
of other humanitarian groups met with the
World Vision president during his visit. Representatives of the Kabul Community Christian
Church, whose pastor World Vision has supported for several years, also were present.
The relief funds will be used to support a
three-point program in the provinces of Chor
and Urozgan, administered by the Medical
Assistance Programs and other volunteer
groups in Kabul.

Catholics To Participate
In Key '73
Roman Catholics in the four dioceses of
Missouri plan to participate in the Protestantinitiated evangelism program for America next
year called "Key '73."
"It seems very much in the order of what
Pope John asked for at the Second Vatican
Council — a rekindling of the Spirit in the
members of the Church." Msgr. Joseph W.
Baker of St. Louis said.
Msgr. Baker, who is presiding judge of the St.
Louis archdiocesan tribunal, said he hopes to
see Key '73 programs implemented on the state,
diocesan and parish levels, with many programs
undertaken in cooperation with other participating churches.

Free Will Baptists Quit N AE
Taking its traditional stand for local
autonomy and separation from other church
bodies, delegates of the National Association of
Free Will Baptists in convention voted to withdraw from membership in the National Association of Evangelicals.
In annual meeting at Forth Worth, Texas,
delegates voted 257 to 225 approving a
recommendation by the General Board of the
denomination to withdraw from NAE, allowing
for individual membership instead.

The U. S. crime rate rose only by one percent
during the first quarter of this year — the lowest
rate in 11 years, according to Attorney General
Richard Kleindienst.
The crime rate in 1971 rose by six percent and
in 1970 the gain was 13 percent. While the
national rate rose, crime in the six cities with
more than a million population decreased six
percent from the 1971 rate.
"These statistics are very heartening to us and
should be to all law-abiding citizens," Kleindienst said.

Sevareid and the Scriptures
CBS news commentator Eric Sevareid was
asked by a woman in Florida where he acquired
his knowledge of the Old Testament Biblical
history to which she had heard him allude.
"If you were a small boy raised in a
Norwegian Lutheran Church family in a small
North Dakota town long ago," the popular
newscaster replied, "you learned your Bible —
or else."

Wesleyans Form World Fellowship,
Continue Talks with Free Methodists
Delegates to the General Conference of The
Wesleyan Church — the second since a 1968
merger by the Pilgrim Holiness Church and the
Wesleyan Methodist Church — established the
Wesleyan World Fellowship and approved the
Essentials of The Wesleyan Church.
Representatives of the 124,678-member
denomination gave overwhelming support to
continuing merger talks with the Free
Methodist denomination. A projected time table
set 1978 as the date a merger would be completed. The Free Methodists have a membership
of 131,036.
Four general superintendents were re-elected:
Dr. Bernard H. Phaup, Dr. John D. Abbott, Dr.
Melvin H. Snyder, and Dr. Virgil A. Mitchell.

Nation's Capital Bids
For Graham Crusade
Evangelist Billy Graham has been invited to
hold a crusade in the nation's capital next year.
Rep. Wilmer (Vinegar Bend) Mizell (R.N.C.) is chairman of an ad hoc committee that
has been set up to bring Mr. Graham to
Washington for a crusade. The congressman
pointed out that a crusade next year would
coincide with Key '73, the national evangelistic
elTort in which more than 100 churches and
Christian organizations are cooperating.

Arab Christians' Bid for Return
To Home Area Rejected by Israelis
After hearing security arguments by Lt. Gen.
David Elazar, Army chief of staffs, the Israeli
cabinet has decided that a group of Arab
Christians cannot return to their villages near
the Lebanese border.
Prime Minister Golda Meir and the cabinet
majority were also motivated by fear that
allowing these evacuees to return might become
a precedent for many others wishing to return to
their villages after 25 years.
The Arabs whose appeal was denied lived in
the villages of Ikrit and Birim. They surrendered peacefully to the Israeli army in 1948
and were expelled for security reasons. Their
stone houses were destroyed and the land
divided among Israeli kibbutzim and other
groups.

Henry: This has been one of the most
successful meetings we have had for a
long time.
Isaac: Yes, I thought so too. The
people, of all things, managed to keep
on time — one of our main problems
in these meetings. You arrive at a
place and begin to wonder whether
you have made the mistake of coming
on the wrong day.
Henry: Did you count the number of
children and young adults in your
group? George took the count of the
parents' group and it was 35! Isn't that
wonderful?
Isaac: Oh yes, there were many more
children than the adults. There were
45 young adults and children. Of
course, it is easier getting the children.
They are more curious, willing to be
led and more pliable than the old
people who will always say, "We have
heard all of that."
Henry: I was especially interested to
discover that in the adult group, there
was a good number of non-Christians.
It was interesting to see them so
interested and taking full part in the
discussions. You will remember that
short grey-haired man, like me, who
sang deep bass which rang through the
church?
Isaac: Yes, I do. He was quite a
striking character. I could not miss
him.
Henry: That man is not a Christian.
He told me that he and his wife have
always wanted to join the church and
(Editor's Note: Henry Ncube and
Isaac Mpofu reflect on the events of
the day after a Home and Family
Meeting in Rhodesia.
They are
members of the Home and Family
Committee.)

it has always ended with the wish.
Isaac: I am pleased that people like
that can take part and not feel out of
place among Christians. That may be
a channel to bring them to join the
flock. I also had quite a number of
young adults who said that ever since
they left school they had not been
regular at attending church, but they
took full part in discussions and made
them very lively.
Henry: Now, Isaac, which do you
think are the most important topics? I
mean which do you think really give a
challenge to young people? It is those
that we must work from and expand,
so that we make young people more
interested in the meetings.
Isaac: I think the most important
topic and one that interests the youth
most is "Choosing the right partner,"
because in this one, whether he is a
Christian or not, he is always interested in having a good partner.
Henry: I think that is a good start.
Then the speaker can usually emphasize that a good partner is generally
the God-fearing one, one who has
learned to love thy neighbor as thyself. I wish we had many examples of
this among our young couples who call
themselves Christians—then we would
use them as examples, the trouble
with most people is that they are christians by name and not by actions, and
therefore non-Christians find nothing
to envy in them.
Isaac: What were the most interesting

Mrs. Isaac Mpofu

'Home and Family" Emphasis
Henry Ncube makes a point in Home and Family committee session, while Isaac Mpofu jots down the
idea. Martha Mpofu, the author of the article, listens thoughtfully.

features in your group of old people? I
suppose that group provides no
difficulty because most of the things
you talk about are practical things to
them. Most probably don't find
anything new in what you say.
Henry: No, that's a mistake! Most of
these people need guidance even more
than young people. You see, most of
them think love ends with courtship
and probably the early days of
marriage. Most of this group think
they have outgrown the stage of
closeness and intimacy with their
partners.
Isaac: You are right. I remember one
of our relatives coming to our house.
He heard peals of laughter and expected to find a visitor. He was surprised to find only two people — my
wife and I. He remarked, "Are you
still a boy and girl, making love to
each other?" You see, this shows that
people have not learned to nurse,
cultivate and water their love to keep
it blooming forever. Here again, I
think that we who have seen light are
to blame, because we are not as intimate with our wives as we should be,
for others to copy.
Henry: I was interested to hear one
old man jokingly say to his wife after
the meeting, "Did you hear that starting from today I must help you cook
and wash the dishes? So let us hurry
home before I forget!" Although it
was said as a joke, it seems the arrow
is striking home if they can come out
and talk about it like that.
Isaac: Don't you think the cause of
this is "self" that seems to be reigning
over us. We always tend to think that
we are the right one and someone else
is wrong. This applies not only to
bringing up children but in daily life
between husband and wife. No one
wants to take the word of the other.
Henry: That is very true. We also
generally think our children are better
than the other children. We would like
to talk and advise when it is other
people's children, but no one should
say anything about our children.
Isaac: Well, I suppose that is human
nature, but we should not give up. It's
pleasing how people are so interested
and are willing to confess that they
have not been doing quite the right
thing. Let us hope and pray that God
will work through the Home and
Family meetings to bring as many
people closer to him. After all,
Christianity must begin at home.
Remember Jesus' saying, "Ye shall
know them by their fruits."
Henry: By the way, we must meet all
of the Home and Family Committee
members next weekend to plan for the
new term. Goodbye! God bless you.
Evangelical Visitor

"You Will Bear
Witness for Me"
In India, Christians are outnumbered at least fifty to one. Because
of the resultant "minority complex,"
there are some Indian Christians who
prefer to seek employment in a mission or church-related establishment.
Yet there are others who, of their own
free choice, seek government or other
public employment. There, among
Hindu associates, they witness effectively for Christ.
One of these is Budi Roy, teacher in
the Saharsa Government Girls High
School. Enrolled are three hundred
Hindu and Moslem girls, together
with a handful of Christian girls.
These eighth to twelfth grades represent the rich and the poor, the high
and the low castes, the daughters of
officers and government employees.
Budi teaches Craft, Mathematics and
Geography, besides extra-curricular
responsibilities of Library and
Physical Education.
The only Christian on a staff of
eighteen, Budi knows what it means to
be ridiculed for her high Christian and
ethical standards. About this, she says,
"As a Christian teacher, when I like to
be punctual and dutiful, they pass
remarks about me. Another difficulty
which I have to face sometimes is that
I have been given teaching duties on
Sunday and Wednesday at the time of
my worship and prayer meeting,
because the staff know I worship and
pray on those days." Still, she does not
compromise.
Budi feels that her best witness for
Christ is through her daily faithfulness
in punctuality, honesty and completely
responsible classroom teaching — attributes seldom seen here. She also
feels that by not participating in Hindu customs and culture, she gives a
silent witness for Christ. As she has
opportunity, she is ready to witness
verbally of Christ's teachings and His
salvation.
Christ said, "Let your light so shine
before men that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father
which is in heaven." Budi's light is
shining before Hindus and Moslems,
folk who have no other gospel than the
Gospel so faithfully displayed in her
life. India desperately needs more such
dedicated Christians. Too often we
hear, "Christians are not like Christ!"
Pray for Budi and all the Christians of
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After Sixteen Years
Chester F. Wingert
Matopo Book Centre
In 1945-55 it was the privilege of my
wife and me to give a seven-year term
of service in Rhodesia. Now, after 16
years, we have returned for a threeyear Voluntary Service assignment. I
wish to list some of the things which
have impressed us after our 16-year
absence — things indicating both
growth and maturity in the country
and in the church.
Seeing many Africans assuming
greater responsibility.
Seeing an African brother eXert
strong leadership in a worship service.
Going through a worship service
without a missionary taking part
Being stopped by one of our African
brethren on the street, who exhorted
me to attend a special worship service.
Being invited by teenage Africans to
their Christian Youth fellowship.
Being in that same youth group
where only English is spoken (proud to
be fluent in a second language).
Being asked to address a meeting of
35 African nurses.
Hearing of an African lay-brother
lead a man to Christ.
Feeling the warm welcome by
former African neighbors and friends.
Meeting those where were students
in 1950, now being faithful to God and
the church.
Hearing a Christian mother discuss
her concern for her young children in a
city community.
Being in a service where an Ndebele

India that they may always walk
worthy of the Christ whom they
profess to follow.
— Erma Sider
Banmankhi, India
Budi Roy compares notes with Esther Book in
Saharsa.

sermon was translated into English by
an interpreter.
Seeing the tremendous development
in industry here in Rhodesia.
Hearing an African minister speak
about mini-skirts as being worldly.
Being in my first council meeting
with an African overseer in charge.
Meeting third-generation Christians.
Seeing a developing African church
under the direction of a Spirit-filled
African leadership.

"IF A MAN LOVE M E . . . "
from page three

love. The diverse and contradictory
connotation of that word is public
knowledge. But even within the Christian setting when we are expected to
show love, what are we expected to
do? The Apostle Paul beautifully
described love in the thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians but for concreteness in example as well as
description in words we can do no
better than to turn to the Gospels
where Christ's own example fills the
pages and indeed calls upon his
followers to love as He loved.
Other words as well could profit
from the same treatment — service,
faith, evangelism, fellowship, sin, and
their number is many. These words
and concepts need to be constantly
subjected to the teaching and example
of Christ. They have a tendency to become drained of their real content,
diluted and polluted — like gladiolas
that lose their bright colors as they
are replanted, fading to a pale image
of their former glory. So love can become sentimental or self-serving,
service can become activity, denial
a pious exercise, prayer a formal and
meaningless ritual, obedience a legalistic practice, and faith mere ascent
and belief unless there is constant
effort to subject them to the plumbline
of Christ.
It is essential that we subject all
of life to this plumbline — our understanding of Christian experience, our
concept of Christian service, the
meaning and method of evangelism,
our personal and our brotherhood
values and priorities all would profit
from such exposure.
It is an exciting and somewhat
frightening suggestion. But it is an
essential one if we are to add the element of authenticity to the name we
bear — Christian.
Z

THE SYMBOL
from page six

The Signature
Tune
as told to Leoda Buckwalter
by Lawrence Smith, FEBA-Delhi Staff
On the afternoon of Friday, the 16th
June, my family and I travelled by bus
to Lucknow from our home in Sultanpur. It was a blazing hot day, with
exceedingly high temperatures.
Upon reaching Lucknow station,
my family remained in the waiting
room to wash and rest before continuing the train journey to Delhi. I
went onto the platform to find out
about the train timings and to order
tea. It was about 6:45 p.m.
Suddenly I heard a familiar tune —
"Yishua ka Mam Nai" — one of our
Indian Christian lyrics. But the
language wasn't Hindi. Filled with
curiosity I followed the sound until I
came to a group of ten or twelve men
surrounding a transistor radio placed
on the platform. It was FEBASeychelles, and the signal was coming
in clearly. I listened for about two
minutes until my excitement wouldn't
allow me to keep quiet any longer.
Judging the men to be South Indians, I spoke in English, "What programme is this? Where does it come
from?"
"From FEBA-Seychelles," said
one.
"Do you listen regularly?"
"We never miss . . . begin our day
and end it with these programmes,"
responded one warmly.
"Never miss?" I.queried.
"Not if we can help it," they
replied.
Then I disclosed the fact that this
programme, and many others, are
produced in our studios. They were
delighted. Several in the group are
Christians, but the majority are nonChristians. They are army personnel,
travelling that particular day to a new
posting. And their little radio, and its
message of Jesus Christ, went with
them!
. . . Less than fifteen
minutes
later, very near to where this above
incident took place, I saw a man
overcome of the heat collapse on the
same platform and die! I wonder
whether he had ever heard of Jesus,
the Savior of the world? . . .
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Imagine the consternation when it
was determined that Nancy Heisey,
daughter of J. Wilmer Heisey, had
won first prize and Ruth Daniels,
daughter of H. A. Ginder, had won
second prize. The Board of Administration was assured — and really had
no difficulty in believing — that this
was a coincidence and was not the
result of favoritism — nepotism would
be the more precise term. Third place
went to Edith Miller with Glen Hesie
and Timothy Botts receiving honorable mention.
Three Brethren in Christ concerns
are captured in the symbol: The cross
speaks of salvation and stands central
in the design; the dove suggests the
Holy Spirit; and the basin and towel
symbolize Christian love — expressed
in the posture of the servant — in deed
and in truth as John states it.
The winning sketch was further

refined and prepared for one color use
(see top of page) and for two color
use (see cover). Final refinements
are now being made prior to the release of reproduction proofs.
The symbol is the property of the
Board of Administration, Brethren in
Christ Church, to be used by agencies,
congregations, and institutions of
the church as desire'd. Permission
for use of the symbol should be obtained from the denomination's publisher, Erwin W. Thomas.
In the interest of maintaining the
integrity of the symbol it is to be used
only in the form provided by the publisher — in one or in two colors. It
may vary in size but its composition is
not to be altered.
Thus ends the quest for a symbol.
Those present at the General Conference when the symbol was presented
seemed to sense that in this symbol
had been captured, simply and with
dignity and beauty, the heart of the
Brethren in Christ.
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JESUS CHRIST RECONCILES
from page five

cross, Father forgive them, for they
know not what they do, now is heard
to pray in his martyred disciple
Stephen, Lord, do not hold this sin
against them. Those who had experienced reconciliation with God and
men through the suffering love of
Jesus on the cross are now reminded
that they are themselves called to a life
of suffering nonresistant love after the
pattern in Jesus (I Peter 2:21-25).
This implies that in their life and
ministry as the people of God in the
world their relationships to each other,
to their neighbors, and even to their
enemies are to be shaped and controlled by the same love which took
Jesus to the cross. Jesus Christ as the
living Head of the church continues to
be the primary agent of reconciliation,
but it is through His people that He
seeks to carry on His ministry.
Tragically, in our time the church in
many places has lost much of its
credibility and impact as a secondary
"agent of reconciliation." In far too
many ways it has itself become a part
of the world's problem instead of
being an "agent'.' of God's answer.
The Age of Reconciliation
Has Dawned
This brings us to a third dimension,
namely, that in Jesus Christ the age of
reconciliation has dawned. It has
arrived. It is here. We now have to
repent, to believe this gospel, and to
proclaim it joyfully (M.k. 1:15).
Our conference theme in this sense
is an affirmation of faith arising in
response to a biblical word. It is
deliberately cast into the present tense.
It declares that Jesus Christ reconciles
now, today, here in Brazil as well as in
Asia Minor, in Curitiba as well as in
Ephesus. The passage emphasizes the
"now" character of this experience.
"But now in Christ Jesus, you who
were once far off have been brought
near by the blood of Christ" (Eph.
2:13). For the Ephesians this was not
only a promise of peace someday but
it was a description of present experience, a declaration of present
reality.
What then is to be our response to
this gospel of reconciliation, this good
news that "He is our Peace," and that
Jesus Christ reconciles today?
Surely the first response, as Jesus
said, must be repentance. This involves a willingness to look at
ourselves, to see ourselves as we are as
well as our world as it is. We must cast
off all pretensions of righteousness.
We must be willing to see our world in
August 25,1972

Members of the presidium of the Mennonite World Congress at work. C. J. Dyck is speaking. To his
right is A. C. Burkholder. Hem K. Paul served as the India representative on the presidium.

its brokenness, hostility, destructive
competetiveness and with its injustice
and indifference to so many segments
of mankind. Beyond that we must
look honestly at ourselves, a worldwide Christian brotherhood, where we
may also still find some walls of
division and perchance some unwillingness to be informed about a
brother's or a sister's need. It may
even be found that in some cases we
would ourselves be the builders and
the bearers of prejudice, rather than of
truth, that we may be erecting walls of
separation rather than constructing
bridges of fellowship.
Here our great peril is that we will
quickly agree that some in our world
and even some in our brotherhood
need to repent. However, where Jesus
Christ reconciles, all need to repent. It
has been well said that a basic
difference between the spirit of revolution and the spirit of reconciliation is
that the former has no place for
repentance, except that the enemy
must repent and be destroyed.
A second response to the new age of
reconciliation is faith. Repent and
believe, said Jesus. Believing in its
profound biblical sense comes hard in
our day. We speak of a crisis of faith
in the modern world. Yet it is by grace
that we are saved, through faith (Eph.
2:8). Without faith we will have
neither the love which is the ethical
ground for reconciliation nor the hope
which enables us to translate love into
action. We may in our crisis of faith
cry out with that father who said,
"Lord, I believe. Help thou my unbelief."
Even as we gather in this conference, we may be able to help one
another in the strengthening of our
faith response to the gospel. Again and

again my own faith has been
strengthened as I have moved among
you in Asia and Africa and this great
continent. We are well aware that
unless we can believe deeply and actively the gospel we profess, unless the
message of reconciliation grips our
whole beings until it transforms the
patterns of our living, our verbalizations of faith are doomed to
sterility and regression.
Our third response then must be
joyful sharing and proclamation. Joy
is too often a missing ingredient in
Christian conferences. We gather to
study and to discuss, to analyze and to
project plans. But we also need to
gather, as the early Christians did, to
rejoice, to celebrate, and to proclaim
gladly the good news of reconciliation
t h r o u g h C h r i s t . N o t e t h a t in
Ephesians the broader context of our
passage is a hymn of praise which
begins, Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ who has
blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in heavenly places"
(Eph. 1:3).
God has brought us together here,
young and older members, women and
men, from many nations. We have
come speaking various languages and
with various communication patterns.
We have come from different cultural
customs and are used to different
anticipations. In our faith we may
have different emphases. We do not
minimize our differences. Rather we
respect them and thank God for them
insofar as they represent that diversity
in Jesus Christ through which we can
supplement and enrich each other in
faith and ministry. But this we affirm
together, with repentance, with faith,
and with joy: Jesus Christ reconciles!
Hallelujah! Amen!

//

James W. Skillen

When the family is not only subject to the usual
pulls and pressures which threaten its well-being but is
being questioned philosophically as well we do well
to read—

Christian Community and Family Life
people in Christ have always
G OD'S
been confronted by the critical and

often destructive challenge to their
faith (II Peter; Jude). Today this
challenge is reaching into the farthest
corners of life. It is not directed
merely against our doctrines of faith
or against our right to worship in
freedom. The opposition to Christ
drives destructively into education,
labor, government, and into the very
fiber of the home. Today we need to
give prayerful consideration and
energetic effort to all of our daily
responsibilities as God's people. If we
fail to do this, we will certainly be
denying Christ's Lordship over our
whole life.
Consider the family. The family is
an integral part of God's creation.
Family life is fundamental to man's
meaning as the image and steward of
God. The sixth day of God's creation,
the day of man, is the day when God
created man, male and female, and
joined them together as husband and
wife (Genesis 2:21-24). From this
marriage relationship comes the family (Genesis 1:27-28). The family, then,
is good, a gift from the creative hand
of Almighty God. Now when we read
the New Testament revelation, we
cannot escape the conclusion that
family life along with all the rest of the
good creation has an integral and
important place in the life of God's
redeemed people in Christ (Colossians
1:15-20; John 1:1-4; Hebrews 1:1-2).
Our call in Christ to reveal the light
of His redeeming gra«e demands that
our whole lives, including marriage
and the family, reveal Christ's reformation of life. Even our evangelical
task should drive us to renewed efforts
of love and reformation in the home
since the people who need the salvation Christ brings are husbands and
wives, fathers and mothers, brothers
and sisters.
Today we are facing new responsibilities and opportunities as well as
new problems and difficulties with
regard to our family life. From the
beginning, God's creation has been
unfolding in such a way that now the
The writer is completing his doctoral studies at
Duke University and will be joining the faculty
of Messiah College this fall.
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various spheres of earthly life manifest
a relatively full differentiation and
independence. We no longer live in the
time when life was structured by the
patriarchal clan; nor do we live in the
medieval, church-dominated culture.
Today we find that the family, education, economy, government, and the
church institute have become quite
fully differentiated. What we need,
then, is a well-balanced view of life
which will open our eyes to the proper
purpose and place of each area and
institution of human life, including the
family. But only Christ can give us this
perspective, since He is the One in
Whom all things were first made and
the One Who has made all things new.
Only He can open up the proper vision
of life to men on earth.
Look more closely for a moment at
that all-important aspect of family
life, parental stewardship. In the family, parental authority is bound
together with the parents' love for
their children. Parental authority and
love have been given to them as a
stewardship from God (Ephesians 6:14; Exodus 20:12). Parents must
remember that they are not in
sovereign control over their children — they do not own them.
Parents are only stewards of their
children for the Lord (Ezekiel 18:4, I
Samuel 1:11). Thus, their ultimate
concern must be to guide their
children into obedient, free, mature,
and responsible service to God. The
key to understanding the proper
character of this stewardship is found
right at the heart of God's revelation
in Christ. The responsibility that God
has for His children is so intimately
bound up with His love for them that
He offered up His own Son on their
behalf in order to bring them into
fulfilling subjection and obedience to
Himself. So it must be with parents.
Their concern must be to train their
children for full and responsible
obedience to the sovereign Father.
They have the authority to discipline
their children toward this end, and
they must follow Christ's pattern in
this responsibility by being willing to
give themselves up on behalf of their
children in order to bring them,
through love and grace, into a willing
obedience to God.

The. fact that human life is bound to
the law of God comes to important
expression in the family right at this
point. Parents are to live as children of
God, obedient to His will, and they
must carefully guide their own
children into God's law for life. For
only in this kind of obedience is there
any freedom in God's creation. Only
through this kind of living does the
family properly honor God as He
intended that it should. Thus we can
see that parents need to understand
who man is, and for this understanding they must meditate on God's law
which legitimately binds man to life as
it is fulfilled in Christ (Deuteronomy
6:4-25; I Peter 1:13-25; 3:1-12).
Man's family relationships here on
earth are so broad and deep in
meaning because they are part of the
revelation of God's family. Just as our
seven-day week reminds us that the
end of God's plan is His final day of
rest (Exodus 20:8-11; Hebrews 4:110), so the immediate family is a
constant reflection and anticipation of
the final family of God. The husband's
love for his bride is a living portrayal
of C h r i s t ' s love for His bride
(Ephesians 5:20-33). A father's love
for his children expresses the heavenly
F a t h e r ' s love for His family
(Ephesians 6:1-4; I John 2:1-3:11).
Christ's love for His Father's children
is the love of a brother (Hebrews 2:1013), and we are told that this is how we
are to love one another, as brothers in
Christ (I John). The family in its
dynamic fullness is thus a fundamental
part of God's creation which reveals
Him now in anticipation of the final
revelation in His eternal Sabbath. The
exciting thing is that right here where
we see and touch and feel, Christ
begins to work out the reformation of
life which He has promised to His
faithful ones. And as He reveals this
reformation of life in our midst, we
may be confident that even our labor
of raising families is part of the fulfillment of His eternal kingdom—storing
up heavenly treasures.
It is all too evident that the Godrevealing meaning of life is missing
from many of the world's families.
Men and women, young and old, are
selfishly seeking momentary satisfacto page fourteen
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The Marriage Game
Charlie W. Shedd

f \ NE OF my favorite Sunday school
^ happenings is the one about this
little boy whose teacher reminded the
class, "Now remember, children, we
are here to help others." To which the
small sharpie replied, "What are the
others here for?"
From his viewpoint this was a
logical question. It is natural for a
child to think first of himself. Sure, he
may have periods of generosity, but
these are only flashes. Most of the
time he thinks in terms of "Me first.
Me second. Me third." Which sounds
awful, and it is!
Unfortunately, whether you like it
or not, this reaches its peak during
your teen years. Unless you are very
unusual, one of your distinguishing
marks right now is SELFISHNESS!
A n o t h e r way to spell it is
"TROUBLE." Anywhere you look
that's how they spell it. World
problems, race riots, neighborhood
fights, marital breakdowns —
wherever you find selfishness you'll
find trouble!
Now put your ear down close
because here comes the punch line.
The trouble in teen sex is selfishness!
For the average teenage boy sex is a
matter of getting. "Did you get a
l i t t l e ? " . . . " A r e you
getting
any?" . . . "I'm going out and get
me some!" . . . These are a common
part of the teen male vernacular.
Girls aren't much better. She may
say, "I let him because I love him," or
"I gave in because I care so much
about him." But the chances are that,
at this age, she is really loving herself
loving him. She is caring about her
caring about him.
If you could read my letters from
teen girls; if you could listen to the
ones I work with personally, you
would see what I mean. Always the
predominate words are " I , " "me,"
"myself." That's how it goes. When
the subject is possible marriage,
From The Stork Is Dead by Charlie W. Shedd.
Copyright 1968, Word books. Used by permission.
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whether it's a girl or boy, the question
usually reads, "Does he have what I
need?" . . . "Do you think she would
make me a good mate?"
What's the matter with that? The
matter is that it is only half good
enough. There is a second part which
is every bit as important. Would you
believe that I almost never hear this
from anyone under twenty? This is the
mature kind of question that asks,
"Am I what he needs?" . . . "Do I
have what's right for her?" . . . "At
my present stage of development, am I
quite fit for anyone?"
Before we leave this, let me tell you
my favorite from this file. For immature thinking this takes the prize.
What she said was, "I want a 100
percent guarantee that he will make
me 100 percent happy 100 percent of
the time." Which, you will agree,
deserves some kind of cup for 100
percent silly!
Great marriage is not like that. It is,
rather, the work of two imperfect
craftsmen shaping their dreams
together. They hammer their conflicts
to harmony. They mend their breaks
with mercy. They laugh and they
suffer and they argue and they work.
They work and they work hard. And if
it's mature love in mature marriage, it
is working hardest at this — to overcome selfishness, to honestly care how
the other person feels. Always,
transferring " I " to "we" to "you" is
the real toughie, the real hard work.
Another letter I get often is the
sincere inquiry about how to know for
sure. Here is a winsome line typical of
these letters. It is written by a teenage
girl debating whether she should go
ahead with marriage. He's pushing.
She's wondering. In these few words,
she seems to sum up so much for so
many:
Can you tell me, she asks, how I can
be absolutely sure I should get
married? I mean, can you tell me so
there wouldn't be any question whatsoever? If you could tell me that, I
would be so grateful.

I wish I could, but I can't. Nobody
can. The reason is that it finally comes
back to the same old conclusion. Some
things you have to decide for yourself.
Since that is true I'm going to ask
you some questions. If you will take
them in your next serious moments; if
you will get as quiet as you can inside;
if you will try your best to be honest —
you might be helped more by your
answers than my answers.
Do I want to let myself go? Am I
ready to open the doors way down in
my heart? Do I understand that the
key to healthy marriage is full communication? How honest am I willing
to be in sharing what's inside me? Are
the two of us a good combination
here?
Can I give words to my love freely?
Is it easy for me to express appreciation? If it isn't, will I give it my
best effort and keep trying? Am I
tender enough to meet the needs of
this person I might marry? Do I want
to know what blocks the flow of my
affection?
When there are differences between
me and others, what do I do? Can I
look inside myself to see where I might
be wrong? Do I surface my hostilities
by blaming others, or can I bring them
out in a healthy way? Have I learned
the mature way to say, "I don't like
that" . . . "I do not agree" . . . "Let's
discuss it."
Are my ideas of success healthy?
Am I ambitious enough or overambitious? Do I drive too hard or am I
lazy? Is there a tendency to perfectionism in me and, if so, do I know
why? Does money mean more than it
should mean? Am I willing to adjust
my goals to another person's goals so
that we will both be better people?
If you're overwhelmed. I'm rather
glad, really. The kind of relationship
you want is every bit as big as that
barrage of questions.
To be awed at how great love is; to
be fully aware of what you aren't; this
is one of the first requirements for
mature marriage.
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tions in relationships which absolutely
frustrate the true meaning of love.
Many men and women have little idea
w h a t t h e h u s b a n d a n d wife
relationship is all about, and they are
consequently unable to express very
d e e p l y w h a t f a t h e r h o o d and
motherhood ought to be. As a result it
seems that fewer and fewer children
know what it means to be children in a
family of love that reveals God. They
grow up and find themselves without
identity—with little if any awareness

Church News
College

Messiah Faculty Prepares
For New Year
The sixty-five members of Messiah College
faculty will meet August 28 and 29 for the
annual Faculty Retreat at Camp Shand, Carlisle, Pa. Dr. Gerald Hess of the science faculty
is sessions chairman, and Dr. Roger Grant, also
of the science faculty, is serving as hospitality chairman for the retreat.
The ten days' activities are planned around
the theme "Pursuing First Things" and will
include informational sessions and discussion on
Middle States Evaluation and on the January
term, recreation, and informal coffee hours.
Accreditation by the Middle States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools was
received by the college in 1963, and a team will
visit the campus this November to consider
reaccreditation on the basis of the effectiveness
of the college program. The January term offers
a three-week period of intensive study in a single
course.
Four ministers will serve as resource persons
for the retreat: Rev. Robert Reasey, pastor of
United Methodist Church, Chambersburg, Pa.;
Rev. R. Donald Shafer, bishop of Midwest and
Pacific Conferences of the Brethren in Christ
Church; Rev. Martin Trostle, pastor of United
Methodist Church, Shiremanstown, Pa.; and
Rev. J. Ralph Wenger, pastor of Paramount
Brethren in Christ Church, Hagerstown, Md.
The four ministers will also lead group discussions on four devotional classics which faculty members will have read in preparation for the
sessions.
Bishop Shafer will conclude the retreat with a
communion service.
Summer Conferences on College Campus
Messiah College has hosted about 900 attendants of various summer conferences, among
them the Brethren in Christ Missions Workshop
July 31-August 5.
Twenty-six persons participated in the missions workshop, representing Africa (11), India
(2). Nicaragua (1), the Navajo Mission (3), the
Board for Missions, and missions directors. The
college campus setting for the workshop
represents a departure from the traditional
missionary orientation at Roxbury and has been
termed an "experiment."
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of who they are as God's image. Their
hearts are vacuums because no one has
shown them in a living way what it
means to grow up in confidence and
trust before the Lord. This is the
center of the identity crisis in our
world today.
The identity crisis reveals in a
negative fashion how urgently important it is for families to be living in the
fellowship of the Spirit of God. The
husband-wife, father-son, motherdaughter, brother-sister relationships
are built into man's meaning as the
image and steward of God. Let's wake
up, then, as Christians, and appreciate
anew the precious gift we have so close

at hand. Let's not ignore or take for
granted something so important in
God's sight. We should especially
recognize that our witness and service
to Christ is not something that is
carried on only "outside" our homes
(I Timothy 5:8). By God's grace in
Christ the possibility for our faithful
stewardship in this area is,open to us.
In Christ, God has called us to the
judgment of every evil way and to the
redemption of His creation. Since the
family is a part of God's creation, our
Lord' requires that His servants be
faithful stewards of this gift as they
labor toward the coming of His
kingdom.

The first sessions of the week were held at the
campus in Philadelphia, where participants also
visited black churches in the area. The program
at the Grantham campus included sessions led
by personnel of Brethren in Christ Missions and
Messiah College. Rev. Wilbert Shenk -of the
Mennonite Board of Missions, Elkhart, Ind.,
discussed transcultural problems in communicating the gospel.
Other groups on campus this summer included Coral Ridge Workshop; Pennsylvania
Baptist State Retreat; Elizabeth River Baptist
Church; two age-groups of Chesapeake Football
Camp; and three age-groups of Bethany
Collegiate Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia.
The Faith at Work Conference, the largest
group, numbered approximately 350.

would be on loan to Region I to assist the 20
units in New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland,
Virginia and Washington, DC, in the termination of the cleanup programs and the recruitment of personnel for residential repairs.
Ten thousand dollars was released from the
MDS budget to begin a repairs program and to
set up a long-term reconstruction project for
families with inadequate resources for home
building. Money is beginning to come in for the
flood victims, but more funds will be necessary
for these long-range and widespread programs.
Volunteers have been generous in the time
they have given to the cleanup program. Over
6,000 volunteer days have already been computed by just the Lancaster County unit in three
weeks of operation. At times there were 2,000
volunteers out at one time.

Mennonite Central
Committee

Conference News

Lawrence Yoder Rector AKWW
The leadership of the Mennonite Seminary in
Indonesia (AKWW) changed hands in June
when the retiring Rector Alle Hoekema turned
over responsibilities to Lawrence Yoder.
Hoekema, a member of the Mennonite Church
in the Netherlands, has been rector of AKWW
for 18 months and returned to the Netherlands
for a six-month furlough. He, his wife and three
children serve in Indonesia with the European
Mennonite Evangelization C o m m i t t e e
(EMEK). Yoder, a member of the Brethren in
Christ Church, serves with Mennonite Central
Committee. He and his wife have one child.
Yoder will fill the rectorship for one year.
After this an Indonesian will be named to the
leadership position, according to present plans.
Orie Miller Marks 80th Birthday
Orie O. Miller, Akron, Pa., founder of the
Mennonite Central Committee, reached his
80th birthday on July 7. Several members of his
family and close friends gathered together for
the noon meal in the MCC dining hall for the
celebration.
Agnes Flood Cleanup Ending
MDS Begins Phase II Repairs
Mennonite Disaster Service has moved from
phase one to phase two of the Hurricane Agnes
Recovery Program. At a special MDS executive
committee meeting it was decided that Nelson
Hostetter, executive coordinator of MDS,

ALLEGHENY
CONFERENCE
The Green Grove Church held a one-week
D.V.B.S. with an average attendance of 126. An
offering of $100.97 was received to purchase five
months medical supplies for Nicaragua. The
pastor is Charles Melhorn.
Rev. and Mrs. Ira Stern presented a program
on their missionary work in Africa, June 21 at
the Martinsburg Church. The youth group of the
church held a breakfast July 9. Bishop Henry A.
Ginder spoke to the group on "Concerns Involved in Dating." Robert Keller, Sr. is the
pastor.

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE
The touring basketball team from Messiah
College conducted vesper services at
Elizabethtown, July 9. Glenn Ginder is the
pastor.

CANADIAN CONFERENCE
Brother and Sister Dennis D. Epp of Saskatoon have accepted a call to pastor the worK at
Kindersley. The Epps are presently with the
General Conference Mennonites, but plan to
unite with the Brethren in Christ Church.
Brother Epp will replace Rev. Arthur Heise.
The Wetland congregation joined with the
Niagara Falls congregation for a baptismal
service on July 2. Two were baptized from the

Evangelical Visitor

Niagara Falls congregation and five were baptized from Welland. Rev. Douglas Sider, pastor
of Welland spoke on the subject, "Conversion
and then Baptism." Rev. Ross Nigh is pastor of
Niagara Falls Church.

CENTRAL CONFERENCE
Sunday, July 16, marked the farewell
ministry of Pastor and Mrs. Abraham Becker to
Beulah Chapel at Srpingfield. They will be going
to Columbia, Ky. where they will be pastoring
the Beulah Chapel—Bloomington circuit. Rev.
Harold Paulus has accepted an assignment to
Beulah Chapel.

MIDWEST CONFERENCE
The Dallas Center Church conducted a Bible
School the second week in June. The offering
went to support a child for one school term in
the Montreal Lake Children's Home. Mrs.
Joyce Kumalo, wife of Bishop Kumalo, of the
Rhodesian Church in Africa, shared in the
morning service on July 16. On July 22, the
Dallas Center congregation met in the City
Park at Winterset, Iowa, for the annual Sunday
School picnic. Visitors were Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Hess and Mr. and Mrs. Roy Hess, Jr. and
family of Lancaster, Pa. Rev. Millard
Haldeman is pastor.
Bishop Philemon Kumalo and Rev. Sampson
Mudenda of Africa; Rev. Hem Paul of India;
and Rev. and Mrs. Glenn Frey were with the
Bethel (Merrill) congregation on July 4. Rev.
Elliott Pamp, an American Indian evangelist,
held a week end of services on July 21-23. Rev.
Bert Winger is pastor.

PACIFIC CONFERENCE
The "Journeymen," nationally-known TV
and Radio Concert Singers from Boston,
Massachusetts, presented a program of hymns
and Gospel songs at the Ontario Church on
Sunday, July 16, in the morning worship service.
The pastor is Rev. Aaron Stern.

BIRTHS
Booser: Kylan Philip, born July 2 to Mr. and
Mrs. Donald Booser, Shenks congregation, Pa.

WEDDINGS
Andrews-French: Alice Rose, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Lloyd French, Ridgeway, Ont., and
Charles A. Andrews, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Andrew J. Andrews, Ironwood, Mich., July 15
in the Merrill Church with Rev. Kenneth Royer
officiating.
Brightbill-W right: Debra Jean, daughter of
Mrs. Hazel Wright, Woodbury, Pa., and C.
William, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Brightbill, Claysburg, Pa., June 24 in the Woodbury
Church with Rev. Thomas A. Bouch officiating.
Deguire-Carver: Sharon, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ross Carver, Stevensville, Ont., and Jack,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Dequire, St.
Catharines, Ont., July 8 at the Port Colborne
Church with Rev. Harvey B. Stickley
officiating.
Hess-Dourte: Elma Jean, daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. Allon Dourte, Elizabethtown, Pa., and
Karl Mark, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hess,
Hershey, Pa., July 15 at the Conoy Church with
Rev. Allon Dourte and Rev. J. Robert Lehman
officiating.
Jennings-Hutchinson: Deborah, daughter of
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Hutchinson, Upland,
Calif., and Richard, son of Ralph and,the late
Louise Jennings, Erie, Pa., May 22 in the
Grantham Church with Rev. Paul Hostetler
officiating.
Mark-Hostetler: Beth, daughter of Rev. and
Mrs. Paul Hostetler, Grantham, Pa., and
Kenneth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Mark,
Palmyra, Pa., July 15 in the Grantham Church
with Rev. Paul Hostetler and Rev. Ronald
Pierce officiating.
Myers-McNew: Cindy, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert McNew, Chambersburg, Pa., and
Nelson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Myers,
Marion, Pa., July 8 in the Chambersburg
Church with Rev. Floyd H. Mitchell officiating.
Ruth-Wingert: Jeanette, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Nelson Wingert, Grantham, Pa., and
Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ruth,
Mechanicsburg, Pa., June 17 in the Grantham
Church with Rev. Paul Hostetler officiating.

Bowers: Brian Scott, born July 14 to Mr. and
Mrs. Hershey Bowers, Antrim congregation,
Pa.

Warner-McCollie: Paula McCollie, daughter
of Mrs. Sophie Peterson, Fosston, Minn., and
Gary, son of William Warner, Fairborn, Ohio,
July 8 in the Phoneton, Ohio, parsonage with
Rev. Elam O. Dohner officiating.

Diegel: Charles, Jr., born June 26 to Mr. and
Mrs. Charles Diegel, Sr., Conoy congregation,
Pa.

OBITUARIES

Kibler: Dori Lynn, born July 20 to Mr. and
Mrs. Jay Kibler, Manor congregation, Pa.
Kreider: Stephanie Ann, born June 24 to Mr.
and Mrs. Franklin Kreider, Jr., Manheim congregation, Pa.
Oldham: Susan Marie, born July 24 to Mr.
and Mrs. John Oldham, Springhope congregation, Pa.
Stone: Susan Kay, born July 21 to Mr. and
Mrs. George Stone, Conoy congregation, Pa.
Thompson: Lisa Dianne, born July 1 to Mr.
and Mrs. Clyde Thompson, Valley Chapel
congregation, Ohio.
Wright: Sharon Renee, born June 19 to Mr.
and Mrs. Ralph Wright, Springhope congregation, Pa.
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Adams: Etta Mae Adams, born Sept. 3, 1883,
in Shippensburg, Pa., died July 20, 1972, at the
h o m e of her g r a n d d a u g h t e r in New
Cumberland, Pa. She was the daughter of James
and Agnes Adams Stine. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Edward Adams. She is
survived by four grandchildren and 23 great
grandchildren. The funeral service was held at
the South Mt. Chapel with Rev. William Engle
and Rev. George Kipe officiating. Interment
was in the Cleversburg Cemetery.
Brechbiel: Mrs. Madeline Brechbiel, born
Sept. 14, 1905, in Riddlesburg, Pa., died July
10, 1972, in the Polyclinic Hospital in
Harrisburg, Pa. She was the daughter of Alex
and Maude Cartwright Reed. On September 28,
1926, she was married to Harry James Brechbiel
who survives along with the following

daughters: Mrs. Nellie Gordon, Mrs. Alma
Palmer, and Ruth Ann Brechbiel. A son and
daughter preceded her in death. She is also
survived by three sisters, four grandchildren,
and six great-grandchildren. The funeral service
was held at the Masood Funeral Chapel, Saxton, Pa., with Rev. David Emerson and Rev.
Bedsaul Agee officiating. Interment in Brumbaugh Cemetery.
Cassel: Ruth Stout Cassel was born Feb. 23,
1903, in Silverdale, Pa., and passed away July 6,
1972. She was the daughter of Howard and
Sarah Anglemayer Stout. She is survived by her
husband, Charles S., two sons: Donald and
Robert S. Also surviving are four grandchildren. The funeral service was held in the
Souderton Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. John Byers and Rev. Gene Bucher
officiating. Interment was in the Silverdale
Cemetery.
Coover: Ethel Coover, age 85, passed away
May 15, 1972, in the Harrisburg Hospital, Pa.
She was the wife of the late Dr. Carson Coover.
She is survived by two daughters: Ruth and
Judy; and four grandchildren. She was a
member of the Grantham Church. The funeral
service was held at Cocklin Funeral Home,
Dillsburg, Pa., with Rev. Paul Hostetler
officiating. Interment was in Dillsburg
Cemetery.
Gladfelter: Cpl. Richard Michael Gladfelter,
born Dec. 20, 1951, in Huntingdon, Pa., died
July 10, 1972, in Guam. He was the son of
Chester H. Gladfelter and Mrs. Mary C.
Audrey Gladfelter. In addition to his parents, he
is survived by two brothers: David and James
V.; four sisters, Mrs. Glen Howell, Mrs. Charles
Carey, Dora K., and Celia; and his maternal
grandfather. The funeral service was held at the
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Charles W. Rife officiating. Interment was
in New Guilford Cemetery.
McLain: Henry McLain, born Sept. 16, 1887,
in Winchester, Ohio, died July 15, 1972, in
Dayton, Ohio. He was the son of John and
Sadie McLain. He is survived by his wife, Olive;
five sons: James, Albert, Earl, Harold, and
Kenneth; three daughters: Betty Siebert, Norma
Boyd, and Delia Pollitt. He is also survived by
17 grandchildren; one great grandchild; one
brother; and one sister. The funeral service was
conducted in Hoyne's Funeral Home with Rev.
Elam O. Dohner officiating. Interment was in
Willow View Cemetery, Dayton, Ohio.
Nissly: Alma Good Nissly, born Nov. 24,
1901, died July 2, 1972, at Iowa Lutheran
Hospital, Des Moines, Iowa. She was the
daughter of John and Clara Deemy Good. On
Nov. 24, 1920, she was married to Charlie
Nissly who survives. Also surviving are two
daughters: Mrs. Karl Kuehl and Mrs. Carl
Irving; four grandchildren; and three great
grandchildren. The funeral service was held at
the Dallas Center Church with Rev. Millard
Haldeman officiating. Interment was in the
Brethren Cemetery.
Schock: Albert F. Schock, III, born Dec. 26,
1971, in Chambersburg, Pa., died July 9, 1972,
in Hershey Medical Center, Pa. He was the son
of Albert F. and Coetta Poe Schock, Jr. Surviving, in addition to his parents, are his maternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Poe,
and his paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs.
Albert F. Schock, Sr. A graveside service was
held at Air Hill Cemetery, conducted by Rev.
Barton Starr.
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The Contemporary Scene
China Games
Martin E. Marty

Q INCE the China visit has been overcovered elsewhere,
^ we have not pestered our readers with much comment
on it, except for occasional accents on religious dimensions. But now that it is over and we've sifted through
everything in our file box, one modest column by Arthur
Hoppe in the Chicago Daily News stands out as meriting
some attention. I think it says a lot to the churches, which
for most of twenty centuries have jumped on their side's
bandwagon or blessed their cannon whevever war was
called for. Says Hoppe: "Six months ago I had 800
million enemies where now I have 800 million friends.
And I am angry." He has seen all the smiling massmedia images of Chinese and American officials, comments on the warmth and wit of the Chinese, and the like.
"That's fine, I am glad to have 800 million new friends."
He thanks Nixon for having had the courage to give them
to him. "How easy it all was."
Now comes the point for the religious world to stuff
away in its mental file for the next time around: "Yet for
20 years I have been taught to hate and fear the Chinese
people and their leaders." America marched into Korea
and Vietnam with China-versus-America hate and fear in
mind. "And how easy all that was, too." Now, overnight,
leaders have decided we should be friends again,
"because it suits their purposes." Each has some international and some domestic political reasons for the
change. Hoppe is glad for the change, as am I. But can it
all be so painless?

Hoppe: "These are the games leaders play: containment, encirclement, blocs, splits—the fascinating game
of geopolitics. And being leaders, they play to win. I believe they play for themselves to win—not for me. For if
I die on some unpronounceable battlefield, I have lost
forever. But they have only lost another of their millions
of pawns. For them, the game goes on." However, that is
not what angers the columnist. "What angers me is how
easy it was."
How easily we were manipulated into hating and
fearing when it served national leaders' purposes! How
easily they maneuver us into liking and admiring others
when it serves political purpose. "So I am angry with
myself. OK, this time I'll play. This time I'll give and
accept good will and friendship. But when they again ask
for my hatred and fear, God give me the spirit to reject
their games. How very hard that will be."
So the religious note did creep in: "God give me the
spirit to reject their games." I wonder whether we should
not now entertain the proposition that Christians and
other prophetic, religious forces should automatically, a
priori, instinctively, reffexively, and instantly be dissenters against hate-and-fear crusades, manipulations,
calls for battle, international and domestic policies, and
the like. Let the powers that be, ordained of God and all
that, have the job of taking a few years to convert us if
some other response is called for. Never again, never
again?
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